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§4.03-75 Merchant mariner credential
and credential.

The following definitions apply to
this part:

Credential means any or all of the fol-
lowing:

(1) Merchant mariner’s document.

(2) Merchant mariner’s license.

(3) STCW endorsement.

(4) Certificate of registry.

(5) Merchant mariner credential.

Merchant mariner credential or MMC
means the credential issued by the
Coast Guard under 46 CFR part 10. It
combines the individual merchant
mariner’s document, license, and cer-
tificate of registry enumerated in 46
U.S.C. subtitle II part E as well as the
STCW endorsement into a single cre-
dential that serves as the mariner’s
qualification document, certificate of
identification, and certificate of serv-
ice.

[USCG-2006-24371, 74 FR 11214, Mar. 16, 2009]

Subpart 4.04—Notice of Potential
Vessel Casualty

SOURCE: CGD 85-015, 51 FR 19341, May 29,
1986, unless otherwise noted.

§4.04-1 Reports of potential vessel cas-
ualty.

A vessel owner, charterer, managing
operator or agent shall immediately
notify either of the following Coast
Guard officers if there is reason to be-
lieve a vessel is lost or imperiled.

(a) The Coast Guard district rescue
coordination center (RCC) cognizant
over the area the vessel was last oper-
ating in; or

(b) The Coast Guard search and res-
cue authority nearest to where the ves-
sel was last operating.

Reasons for belief that a vessel is in
distress include, but are not limited to,
lack of communication with or non-
appearance of the vessel.

§4.04-3 Reports of lack of vessel com-
munication.

The owner, charterer, managing op-
erator or agent of a vessel that is re-
quired to report to the United States
flag Merchant Vessel Location Filing
System under the authority of section
212(A) of the Merchant Marine Act, 1936
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(46 App. U.S.C. 1122a), shall imme-
diately notify the Coast Guard if more
than 48 hours have passed since receiv-
ing communication from the vessel.
This notification shall be given to the
Coast Guard district RCC cognizant
over the area the vessel was last oper-
ating in.

(Information collection requirements ap-
proved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1625-0048)

[CGD 85-015, 51 FR 19341, May 29, 1986, as
amended by USCG-2006-25697, 71 FR 55745,
Sept. 25, 2006]

§4.04-5 Substance of reports.

The owner, charterer, managing op-
erator or agent, notifying the Coast
Guard under §4.04-1 or §4.04-3, shall:

(a) Provided the name and identifica-
tion number of the vessel, the names of
the individuals on board, and other in-
formation that may be requested by
the Coast Guard (when providing the
names of the individuals on board for a
passenger vessel, the list of passengers
need only meet the requirements of 46
U.S.C. 3502); and

(b) Submit written confirmation of
that notice to the Coast Guard facility
that the notice was given to within 24
hours.

(Information collection requirements ap-
proved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1625-0048)

[CGD 85-015, 51 FR 19341, May 29, 1986, as
amended by USCG-2006-25697, 71 FR 55745,
Sept. 25, 2006]

Subpart 4.05—Notice of Marine
Casualty and Voyage Records

§4.05-1 Notice of marine casualty.

(a) Immediately after the addressing
of resultant safety concerns, the
owner, agent, master, operator, or per-
son in charge, shall notify the nearest
Sector Office, Marine Inspection Office
or Coast Guard Group Office whenever
a vessel is involved in a marine cas-
ualty consisting in—

(1) An unintended grounding, or an
unintended strike of (allison with) a
bridge;

(2) An intended grounding, or an in-
tended strike of a bridge, that creates
a hazard to navigation, the environ-
ment, or the safety of a vessel, or that
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meets any criterion of paragraphs (a)
(3) through (8);

(3) A loss of main propulsion, pri-
mary steering, or any associated com-
ponent or control system that reduces
the maneuverability of the vessel;

(4) An occurrence materially and ad-
versely affecting the vessel’s sea-
worthiness or fitness for service or
route, including but not limited to fire,
flooding, or failure of or damage to
fixed fire-extinguishing systems, life-
saving equipment, auxiliary power-gen-
erating equipment, or bilge-pumping
systems;

(5) A loss of life;

(6) An injury that requires profes-
sional medical treatment (treatment
beyond first aid) and, if the person is
engaged or employed on board a vessel
in commercial service, that renders the
individual unfit to perform his or her
routine duties; or

(7) An occurrence causing property-
damage in excess of $25,000, this dam-
age including the cost of labor and ma-
terial to restore the property to its
condition before the occurrence, but

not including the cost of salvage,
cleaning, gas-freeing, drydocking, or
demurrage.

(8) An occurrence involving signifi-
cant harm to the environment as de-
fined in §4.03-65.

(b) Notice given as required by 33
CFR 160.215 satisfies the requirement of
this section if the marine casualty in-
volves a hazardous condition as defined
by 33 CFR 160.203.

(c) Except as otherwise required
under this subpart, if the marine cas-
ualty exclusively involves an occur-
rence or occurrences described by para-
graph (a)(8) of this section, a report
made pursuant to 33 CFR 153.203, 40
CFR 117.21, or 40 CFR 302.6 satisfies the
immediate notification requirement of
this section.

[CGD 94-030, 59 FR 39471, Aug. 3, 1994, as
amended by USCG-2000-6927, 70 FR 74676,
Dec. 16, 2005; USCG-2006-25556, 72 FR 36330,
July 2, 2007]

§4.05-2 Incidents
tank vessels.

(a) Within the navigable waters of the
United States, its territories, or posses-
sions. The marine casualty reporting
and investigation criteria of this part

involving foreign
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apply to foreign tank vessels operating
on the navigable waters of the United
States, its territories, or possessions. A
written marine casualty report must
be submitted under §4.05-10 of this
chapter.

(b) Outside the U.S. mavigable waters
and within the Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ). The owner, agent, master, oper-
ator, or person in charge of a foreign
tank vessel involved in a marine cas-
ualty must report under procedures de-
tailed in 33 CFR 151.15, immediately
after addressing resultant safety con-
cerns, whenever the marine casualty
involves, or results in—

(1) Material damage affecting the
seaworthiness or efficiency of the ves-
sel; or

(2) An occurrence involving signifi-
cant harm to the environment as a re-
sult of a discharge, or probable dis-
charge, resulting from damage to the
vessel or its equipment. The factors
you must consider to determine wheth-
er a discharge is probable include, but
are not limited to—

(i) Ship location and proximity to
land or other navigational hazards;

(ii) Weather;

(iii) Tide current;

(iv) Sea state;

(v) Traffic density;

(vi) The nature of damage to the ves-
sel; and

(vii) Failure or breakdown aboard the
vessel, its machinery, or equipment.

[USCG-2000-6927, 70 FR 74676, Dec. 16, 2005]

§4.05-5 Substance of marine casualty
notice.

The notice required in §4.05-1 must
include the name and official number
of the vessel involved, the name of the
vessel’s owner or agent, the nature and
circumstances of the casualty, the lo-
cality in which it occurred, the nature
and extent of injury to persons, and the
damage to property.

[CGD 76-170, 45 FR 77441, Nov. 24, 1980]
§4.05-10 Written report of marine cas-
ualty.

(a) The owner, agent, master, oper-
ator, or person in charge shall, within
five days, file a written report of any
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